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be a matter in which either the central authority
or any part of it can possess or legitimately
exercise authority. Likewise it is not open to
the states to dictate to British India what form
of government it should possess; for example,
whether British Indian provinces should have
merely devolved authority, or whether British
India should itself be a federation of provinces.
Certain parts of British India are governed
under other forms of government than those
prevalent in the Governors5 provinces; for
example, the Xorth-West Frontier Province.
So, also, it is clear that neither a federal
Central Government nor British India would be
entitled to ask the states to change their
traditional forms of government for one which
British India might consider to be good. The
states would come in as they are, whatever
their individual forms of government. It may
be that some states would have a constitutional
form of government, others a purely personal
one. The difference of form need not stand in
the way of a federation. In Imperial Germany
the free cities like Hamburg and Danzig, with
their traditional republican forms of govern-
ment ? freely joined Prussia, Bavaria and other
states which were monarchical.